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1 Misuse of CBI & ED )
by the Government ?
\ OmJaiswani y

The opposition parties in the country have
often accused the BJP, the ruling party at the
centre, of using the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and other
central agencies to target their senior leadership.
The opposition feels that the allegations of
disproportionate assets and Prevention of Money
Laundering Act violations are among the most
common charges slapped on the politicians
belonging to other parties. But those who defect
to the BJP get to sleep soundly.

In a letter written to the President in July last
year the opposition parties said that “we are
writing to bring to your attention the continued and
intensifying misuse of investigative agencies by
the Modi government as part of a systematic
vendetta campaign against its political
opponents,”. It further added that “the sole aim of
this campaign is to destroy reputations and
weaken the forces fighting the BJP ideologically
and politically”.

In the first week of March’23, nine
opposition parties have written a letter the Prime
Minister, Modi alleging blatant misuse of central
agencies against the members of the Opposition
appeared to suggest that the country had

transitioned from being a democracy to an
autocracy. The letter highlighted several incidents
of central agencies, such as the Central Bureau
of Investigation and the Enforcement Directorate,
repeatedly targeting Opposition leaders to erase
their credibility in the public eye. “Out of the key
politicians booked, arrested, raided or
interrogated by the investigation agencies under
your administration since 2014, the maximum
belongs to the Opposition,” the letter added.

“Interestingly, investigation agencies go
slow in cases against Opposition politicians who
join the BJP. For example, former Congress
member and current Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma was probed by the CBI
and the ED in 2014 and 2015 over the Saradha
Chit Fund scam. However, the case didn’t
progress after he joined the BJP,” the letter read.

“Former TMC leaders Suvendu Adhikari
and Mukul Roy were under the ED and CBI
scanner in the Narada sting operation case but
the cases didn’t progress after they joined the
BJP... There are many such examples, including
that of Narayan Rane of Maharashtra,” the letter
stated.
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“Be it Lalu Prasad Yadav (Rashtriya Janata
Dal), Sanjay Raut (Shiv Sena), Azam Khan
(Samajwadi Party), Nawab Malik and Anil
Deshmukh (NCP) or Abhishek Banerjee (TMC),
central agencies have often sparked suspicion
that they were working as extended wings of the
ruling dispensation at the Centre. In many such
cases, the timings of the cases lodged or arrests
made have coincided with elections, making it
abundantly clear that they were politically
motivated,” the letter read.

“The manner in which prominent members
of the Opposition have been targeted lends
credence to the allegation that your government
IS using investigating agencies to target or
eliminate the Opposition. The list of the agencies
your government has been accused of using
against the Opposition isn’t limited to the
Enforcement Directorate,” the Opposition leaders
said in the letter.

The BJP has denied any claim of misuse
of central investigative agencies. Its contention is
if the opposition leaders against whom the central
agencies have initiated action have not committed
wrong, why are they behind bars and are unable
to get bail from the courts? The ruling party quotes
the examples of Lalu Prasad Yadav, Nawab Malik
and Satyendra Jain. Lalu Prasad Yadav has been
convicted of corruption charges and the other two
leaders have been behind bars for along time as
they are unable to get bail from the courts due to
substance in corruption charges against them.

Unfortunately, due to high corruption
prevalent in the countty for the last 40-50 years,
the society has, to a great extent, accepted the
corruption to be a normal act of the politicians.
This can be seen from the fact that as per a public
survey, Indians were more concerned about
terrorism and unemployment than corruption. This

factis further corroborated by the political victories
of the party led by Lalu Prasad’s family
notwithstanding his conviction by courts in
corruption charges. There are various political
families in the country about whom the public at
large knows that they are corrupt. Even a look at
their distant relatives would reveal that their lifestyle
is much beyond the known sources of income of
their families, but it seems the public has become
indifferent to such issues. This is further visible
from the election victories of the members of such
political families.

What is the way forward?

The corruption in the society has to stop at
any cost. Unless political corruption stops, the
public servants down below would continue to
perpetrate corruption. If the top is rotting, the body
cannot remain healthy. What the Modi government
is doing actually is the right thing that the society
needs. If the opposition feels that they are innocent
and are being unnecessarily targeted, why are
they unable to get bail from the courts? All of them
invariably publicly claim that they have full faith in
the Indian judiciary, but at the same time are
rhetorical that they are innocent when they don’t
get balil. If they are so clean, why are they against
action of the investigative agencies against the
family whose member has been convicted by the
same judiciary? If they feel that they are being
selectively targeted whereas no action is taken
against corrupt in the BJP, what prevents them
from acting against corrupt leaders of the BJP in
the states where they are in power? Is it because
corruption by politicians is a way of life?

The solution is not that the ruling and the
opposition parties would have an understanding
that we would not touch corrupts in each other’s
parties and “sab mil bat kar khayenge”. It should
rather be “ham ek dusare ke chor pakdenge”.
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