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DR. KESHAV BALIRAM HEDGEWAR

100 yrs ago, when Dr. Hedgewar walked out of Nagpur jail to arousing welcome.

By Kartik Lokhande

Y

“We Have to place before
the nation the highest and the no-
blest of goals, and any goals short
of complete independence will not
be of any use. Today’s audience
knows very well the history of free-
dom struggle. To tell them anything
about the method to achieve it
(Complete Independence), will
amount to their insult, Even if death
were to stare us in the face, we
should not bother. While running
the struggle for freedom, our goals
should of the highest order, and
mind balanced one.”

The above words of Dr Keshav Balirampant
Hedgewar, a Congressman who later rose to emi-
nence as founder of Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), were drenching the souls of scores
of people who had gathered inside and outside the
Vyankatesh Theatre on July 12, 1922. Heavy rains
were lashing Nagpur that day. Yet, people who had
gathered were undeterred. They had assembled to
accord a warm reception to Dr. Hedgewar, who was
released from his first imprisonment that day. He
had served a prison sentences of almost one year
for participating in Indian freedom struggle. Back

then, he was in congress party.
Among other resources,
there are three books that men-
tion in some detail how Dr.
Hedgewar got a rousing wel-
come upon his release from the
jail in Ajni area of Nagpur. thse
books are; Dr. Hedgewar by
Narayan Hari Palkar; “Dr.
Hedgewar: The Epoch Maker”
by HV Sheshadri; and ‘Builder
of Modern India - Dr. Keshav
Baliram Hedgewar’ authored by
Rakesh Sinha (Currently a mem-
ber of Rajya Sabha) and published by Publica-
tions Division of Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, Government of India. These
books citi several publications of the times, with
the most prominent being Nagpur-based popu-
lar news publication ‘Maharashtra’, to describe
how Dr. Hedgewar was received by the people
on July 12, 1922 upon his release. While the
book by Palkar and Sheshadri state that Dr.
Hedgewar was released from prison on July 12,
1922 Sinha states in his book that Dr. Hedgewar

was released a day earlier.
In his school days, Dr. Hedgewar was ex-



Page 2

Bharatiya Sindhu Sabha News letter

JULY 2022

pelled from a school in Nagpur for raising “Vande
Mataram’ slogan and refusing to apologise for it.
According to Sinha’s book, in 1909, Dr. Hedgewar
was accused of instigating people against the
British regime and hurling a bomb on a police
outpost. In 1921, Dr. Hedgewar was among seven
people from Central Provinces who were charged
with ‘sedition’. Because of his perticipation in
revolutionary activities, the British government had
- seven years earlier- placed him in the list of ‘prob-
able dangerous political criminals’.

“He was charged under the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code and a case was slapped on him in
May 1921. Hedgewar’s o=increasingly anti-re-
gime activities made the colonial government
resolute to punish him. This was the reason his
two speeches delivered (on October 24, 1920) in
meetings at Katol and Bharatwada were used as
pretext for the charges against him. Hedgewar had
chaired those meetings. He was accused of in-
flammatory speeches, inciting hatred and of pro-
moting subversion of the government”, states
Sinhain his book.

During the course of trial, Dr. Hedgewar
had condemned colonialism as an inhuman, im-
moral, unlawful and cruel form of rule and sup-
ported all forms of opposition to the British legal
system, police, administration and imperial rule.
His fearless defence of anti-colonial stance infu-
riated the trial magistrate who declare Dr.
Hedgewar’s defence arguments as ‘even more
seditious’ than his earlier speeches.

Even during imprisonment, Dr. Hedgewar
stuck to nationalist goals. He decided to observe
the ‘Jallianwala Bagh Day’ on April 13, 1922 in-
side the jall.

Accoring to references in the books by
Palkar, Sheshadri, and Sinha, though it was rain-
ing heavily when Dr. Hedgewar (popularly reffered
to as Doctor-ji) was released from the prison, his
friends including Dr. B S Moonje, Dr. LV Paranjpe,

Dr. N B Khare, Balwantrao Mandlekar, Appasaheb
Haider, Dr. Panchkhede and Veer Harkare, and
others were waiting for him outside. After receiv-
ing their greetings and garlands of flowers, Dr.
Hedgewar proceeded towards his home. On the
way, he was greeted at several places.

A reception meeting was organised at
Chitnis Park in Mahal on the evening of july 12,
1922. However, due to heavy rainfall, the venue of
the meeting was changed to Vyankatesh Theatre.
The Congress stalwarts of the time namely Pt
Motilal Nehru, Vitthalbhai Patel. Hakim Ajmal
Khan, Dr. Ansari, Crajagopalachari. Kasturiranga
lyengar had come to Nagpur to attend Congress
Working Committee meeting. As per the above
mentioned records. Dr. N B Khare presided over
the meeting. The theatre was jam packed with
people, and many people were standing outside
undeterred by rains. The senior Congress lead-
ers felicitated Dr. Hedgewar to which people re-
sponded with loud rounds of applause. Pt Motilal
Nehru and Hakim Ajmal Khan addressing the
gathering on this occasion.

Later on, responding to his felicitation. Dr.
K B Hedgewar made the above-mentioned state-
ment regarding Complete Independence of India.

After that meeting in Nagpur, Dr. Hedgewar
was felicitated at various places across Vidarbha
including Yavatmal, Wani, Arvi, Wadhona, Mohpa,
Akola, Chandrapur(then, Chanda), Rallies were
taken out to mark his felicitation. His ‘aarti’ was
performed and many presented to him Khadi
clothes. The meeting at Yavatmal was presided
over by ‘Loknayak; Bapuji Aney, states the book
written by N H Palkar.

Dr. Hedgewar was imprisoned on other
occasions too. He was imprisoned for the sec-
ond time for leading ‘Jungle Satyagraha’ during
‘Civil Disobedience Movement’ in 1930. He was
imprisoned for nine months for his role in Civil
Disobedience Movement.
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SADAI FAKIRER
PATHSALA

VIROO DOOLANI

“The day | got my postgraduate degree, |
didn’t waste a minute— | rushed back to my vil-
lage, Ausgrum in Bengal to become a teacher.
Yes, | had higher salary offers from schools in big-
ger towns, but for me, the 169 Rs. | was offered at
my school village meant everything; | was hungry
to teach the students from my village who needed
a good teacher the most.

And | taught at my school for 39 years and
only retired because I'd hit my ‘retirement age’—
60, what a ridiculous concept!

Sothere | was at 60, retired and expected
to spend my years drinking sugary tea and whil-
ing away my time on the charpoy! But | was rest-
less, | didn’t want to retire and kept asking myself,
‘What shall | do now?’ A few days later, | got the
answetr.

One morning, around 6:30 AM, | saw 3
young girls enter my house. | was shocked when
they told me they’d cycled for over 23 kms to see
the Master who'd retired! They were young tribal
girls who were desperate to learn; with folded
hands they asked, ‘Masterji, will you teach us?’ |
immediately agreed and said, ‘I can teach you,
but you will have to pay my school fees for the
whole year—are you ready to pay?’

They said, ‘Yes, Masterji, we will manage
the money somehow.’

So | said, ‘Yes, my fees are Rupee 1 for
the whole year!’

They were so happy, they hugged me and
said, ‘We will pay you 1 Rupee and 4 chocolates
also!’

| was elated! So, after they left, | put on my
dhoti and went straight back to my school and re-
guested them to give me a classroom to

teach...they refused. But | wasn’t going to stop—
| had years of teaching leftin me, so | went back
home, cleaned my verandah and decided to start
teaching there.

That was in 2004—my Pathshala started
with those 3 girls and today we have over 3000
students per year, most of whom are young tribal
girls. My day still starts at 6 AM with a walk around
the village and then | open my doors to students
coming from all over— some of the girls walk for
20 plus kilometres; | have so much to learn from
them!

Over the years, my students have gone
on to become professors, heads of departments
and IT professionals— they always call me and
give me the good news and as always, | ask them
to please give me some chocolates! And last
year, when | won the Padmashree, my phone
didn’t stop ringing; the whole village celebrated
with me—it was a happy day, but | still didn’t allow
my students to bunk class!

And my doors are open to all- come visit
me and my Pathshala anytime; our village is
beautiful and all my students are bright—| am sure
you can learn something from them!

So that’'s my story— | am a simple teacher from
Bengal who enjoys his tea and evening naps on
his charpoy. The highlight of my life is being called
Master Moshai—Il want to teach until my last breath;
it's what | was put on this planet to do!”
President Kovind pre-
sents Padma Shri to
Shri Sujit Chatterjee for
Literature and Educa-
tion. A retired school
teacher from Purba
Bardhaman, West Ben-
gal, he is recognised
over the state for his
free coaching center
named “Sadai Fakirer
Pathsala”.

Sujit
Chattopadhyay
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CARNAC BUNDER, MUMBAI - 400009 (INCHA)
TEL.: 23486715/ 23486716/ 40425333 (Hunting)
Direct ; 66371 4137 (VBD) Fax: 91-22-23488702
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niravidlseaways.in
bhishami seaways.in

M: S820058789 (VBD)
9820158586 (Bhisham)

9920058789 (Nirav)
9820056607 (Viiay)
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