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New Education Policy “NEP 2020”

Om Jaiswani

The national education policy was approved
by the union cabinet of India on 29 July 2020. It
replaced the previous educational policy which was
made in 1986. The policy aims to transform the
education system in India and make it at par with
international standards. It also emphasizes on
providing quality education to all, regardless of their
socio-economic background. The NEP focuses on
students’ individual needs. It aims to provide them
with access to a world-class education. The policy
also seeks to create a more flexible and adaptive
education system that can meet the needs of
students and the economy.

NEP 2020 will open up new learning opportunities
to the students. Its biggest impact would be the
change in the learning environment and the learning
process for the students. The new education policy
will Increase focus on the skill improvement and
competency development of the students.
The NEP aims to help recruit the very best and
brightest to enter the teaching profession at all
levels, by ensuring teachers their livelihood, respect,
dignity, and autonomy, while also installing in the
system basic methods of quality control and
accountability
Some of the key highlights of the policy are as
follows:
e The policy emphasizes on providing quality
and affordable education to all children in
the age group of 3-18 years.

It emphasizes on holistic and
multidisciplinary education instead of rote
learning.

Students will now be tested on their
abilities to apply concepts to solving real
problems rather than on how well they
remember things from books.

It emphasizes that the three-language
formula will be followed in schools,
focusing on the regional language, Hindi
and English.

To make it easier for students to learn
regional languages, instruction in the first
five grades will be taught in those
languages instead of English.

The school curriculum in India has been
updated to incorporate more core
concepts and vocational education.

The policy focuses on using technology
in education to make it more accessible
and effective.

It envisages a system where there is no
distinction between rural and urban
areas, and all children have access to
quality education.

The policy proposes several measures
to improve the quality of teaching, such
as mandatory teacher eligibility tests,
teacher professional development
programmes, and teacher education
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programmes at the elementary, secondary
and tertiary levels.

e The policy also focuses on providing
vocational and technical education to
students so that they are better equipped
to enter the workforce.

e The policy proposes to set up a National
Higher Education Regulatory Council to
oversee the regulation of higher education
institutions.

e The policy also seeks to provide greater
autonomy to higher education institutions
and promote academic mobility. As a
result, the public and private universities
will both be governed by the same
regulations.

e This policy introduces a new 5+3+3+4
education structure, which moves away
from the current 10+2 system.

e |t aims to increase the Gross Enrolment
Ratio in higher education to 50% by 2035.

o The Government has announced that
all higher education institutes (HEIs) will be
governed by a single regulator, except the Medical
and Law Colleges. HEIs now have to answer to a
new body, the Office for Students.

o The master’s degree (MPhil) course will
no longer be required.

Structure:

NEP 2020 has 5+3+3+4 structure. As per the NEP,
children will spend 5 years in the Foundational
stage, 3 years in the Preparatory stage, 3 years
in the Middle stage, and 4 years in the Secondary
stage

The Foundation Stage:

The 5 Years of Foundation stage will include three
years of Anganwadi or pre-school, and then the
next two years 1st and 2nd classes in school. It
will cover 3-8 years old children. The 2 years of
schooling include multilevel, play/ activity-based
learning, during which they will develop the basic
skills and knowledge required for learning.

The preparatory Stage:

It will cover 8-11 years old children with focus on
foundational learning, including developing basic
literacy and numeracy skills among students. The
preparatory stage will help students develop their
understanding of concepts in various subjects.

The Middle Stage:

The middle stage will be from age 11 to 14 years.
During the middle stage, students will be expected
to develop core academic skills such as reading,
writing, and basic language competencies. They
will also be expected to develop life skills such as
teamwork, problem-solving, and critical thinking.

The Secondary Stage:

The secondary stage aims to provide students with
the skills and knowledge they need to prepare for
further education or enter the workforce. It will
cover the children of age from 14 to 18 years.
During this stage, students will be expected to
complete a core curriculum consisting of English,
Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. In
addition, they will have the opportunity to choose
from a range of electives, including languages,
arts, and vocational subjects.

10th Board and the NEP:

The 10th board is removed from the New
Education Policy. This is done to make the
education system better. The board is a waste of
time, and most importantly, the education system
should be based on students’ interests and
passions.

The NEP has introduced Honors and General
courses so that the students can opt for their
preferred courses. In the Honors courses, the
students are free to choose the subjects they are
interested in. The NEP has also introduced
vocational courses so that the students can learn
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a skill or atrade. These courses are important in
today’s economy.

Education Policy for the College Students:

The new education policy is designed to
provide college students with the skills and
knowledge they need to succeed in the workforce.
The policy focuses on career-oriented education,
providing students with the opportunity to gain real-
world experience through internships and other
work-based learning opportunities.

The policy also includes a commitment to
improve the quality of teaching in colleges and to
provide more support for students who are
struggling academically. Overall, the new
education policy is designed to ensure that college
students are better prepared for the challenges
of the modern workforce.

Disadvantages:

The NEP has several disadvantages that
have been widely criticized by educators and
parents. One of the most controversial aspects of
the policy is the enforcement of languages. Under
the new policy, students will be required to learn
three languages, including Hindi, English, and their
regional language. This has caused confusion and
delay as schools scramble to find qualified
teachers for all three languages.

Another major disadvantage of the new
policy is the delay in teaching English. English is
now being taught as a second language, after
Hindi, in most schools. This delay is likely to cause
problems for students who want to study English
at a higher level or use it in their future careers.

Finally, the NEP is heavily focused on
digital learning. Students will spend more time in
front of screens, which can harm their physical and
mental health. It also means that students from
lower-income families may not have access to the
same quality of education, as they may not be able
to afford the necessary technology.

Benefits:

NEP 2020 will help students to develop
scientific temper from a young age. The NEP
aims to make it easier to set up new quality of
higher educational institutes which will be at par
with the global standards. Education is an
essential and indispensable element for the all-
round development of any society and country
and the NEP has been formulated to fulfil this
requirement.
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AN APPEAL
FOR ADVERTISEMENT / DONATIONS

We are pleased to inform you that the
current year is the BIRTH CENTENRY YEAR
OF SHAHEED HEMU KALANI, who laid his life
for the freedom of India at a young age of 20
years.

As a mark of respect to this great son of
India, Bharatiya Sindhu Sabha has decided to
publish its 27th Special Annual Issue of
Newsletter on Dec 31, 2022. Around 7000 copies
will be distributed across the country to
Establishments, Sindhi elitists, Businessmen,
Institutions and Professionals.

We earnestly request advertisers/
donors to extend their full cooperation and
support by releasing advertisements for the
Special Issue.

All donations to Bharatiya Sindhu Sabha
are exempted from Income Tax under
Section 80-G

Advertisement Tariff
(Full page size is 8.5" x 10")

Colour Back Cover Page (Outside) Rs. 20,000
Colour Back Colour Page (Inside) Rs. 17,500

Colour Full Page (Inside) Rs. 15,000
Colour Half Page(Inside) Rs. 10,000
Black & White Full Page Rs. 8,000
Black & White Half Page Rs. 5,000
Black & White Quarter Page Rs. 3,000
N\ 7
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