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Atal Bihari Vajpayee — End of an Era

Decoding the Genius that was Atal Bihari Vajpayee

.
The year 1957, a young Parliamentarian become the future Prime Minister of the
astounded then Prime Minister Pandit country.

Jawaharlal Nehru with his vocal wizardry
and extensive command over language.
Highly impressed, Panditji had said that
the young man would one day go on to

His words would prove prophetic. The
young Parliamentarian was Bharat Ratna
Shri. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a brilliant
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statesman, orator par excellence and a
dynamic poet whose verses evoked
strong emotions among listeners.

1] On the 7th of April 1967, Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee delivered a powerful
speech advocating the inclusion of
Sindhi language in the 8th Schedule
stating that it should be the language of
the Nation. It was due to his immense
efforts that the Sindhi language was
recognised and accorded its rightful
place in the Schedule. The Sindhis will
never forget this and will forever
remain indebted to him with unabated
affection, gratitude and respect.

1] Shri Atalji’s speech in the
LokSabha:-

Respected Chairman,

| rise to welcome and propose
the passage of this bill. Although
belatedly, we are rectifying the injustice
done to the Sindhi language.

Sindhi is one of our National
languages, and as such the preservation
and growth of the Sindhi language is part
of the cultural advancement of our
country.

Why was Sindhi denied its
rightful place in the Schedule for the last
20 years? My demand to include Sindhi in
the Eight Schedule through a non-
governmental bill was turned down in
1957 when | was elected to the Parliament
for the first time.

On several other occasions
too | had raised this demand but probably
at that time Lady Luck was not favouring
the Sindhi language. But | am happy that
today the stars are favourable.

| must state that just
according Sindhi its rightful place is
not enough —that was long due and is
now being implemented.

Sindhis do not have a state
of their own and as such Sindhi will
not be the regional language of any
one state or province.

And from this point of view,
Sindhi is non-regional and it is essential
that it receives national protection.

And when Sindhi is not the State
language of any state, we have to make
Sindhi a national language and treat it as a
language of the whole country.”

Shri Surendranath Dwivedi (on
behalf of centre) said that Sindhi should be
made the link language; and Shri Vajpayee
agreed that this concept should be diligently
pursued.

“The spread and progress of
Sindhi literature, appropriate share of
advertisements in Sindhi newspapers,
facilities and assistance to writers and
litterateurs are issues that the Central
Government will have to seriously address.

Adequate justice has to be done to
the Sindhi language in states with
substantial Sindhi population. In the
education sector too, Sindhi should be
accorded its rightful place and Sindhi
students too, where eligible should be given
their rightful place.

The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting should be asked to take
advantage of the Sindhi language to enable
our voice to be heard not only within our own
country but also across our border.

Today the desire of the Sindhi
population is being fulfilled.

This is a moment of great joy and
happiness for Sindhis and also for me. |
rejoice in this achievement. | speak in Hindi
but Sindhi is my ‘Mausi’ (Mother’s sister) and
| have the same respect for Sindhi as | have
for Hindi.

All the languages of this country
are sisters and | pray that they all prosper.
And it is from this point of view that this bill
deserves a warm welcome and smooth
passage.

My congratulations to the
honourable minister. Perhaps this
memorable work was destined to be
carried out by his auspicious hands and
was hence held up for so long.

Thankyou”.
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Atalji, as he was fondly known
among his admirers, shared a deep and
ensuring respect for Shri. Hashuji Advani, a
path-breaking educationist who laid the
foundation of the Vivekanand Education
Society (VES) Chembur Mumbai. Hailing
Hashuji as a pioneer visionary, Atalji had
stated that his love for a united India and
empathy for all sections of society
distinguished him from his fellow beings. He
applauded the untiring efforts of Hashuiji in
empowering the future generation and
contributing towards building a robust India
through the tool of education. Shri.
Vajpayee had also laid the foundation stone
of the Hashu Advani educational complex in
the VES complex, commemorating the
efforts, zeal and vision of Hashuiji.

“‘Death of AtalBihari Vajpayee end of an
era; it’s a personal loss for me: PM Modi”

Shri. Vajpayee was the first non-
Congress leader since India’s
independence in 1947 to complete an entire
term in office as head of a BJP-led ruling
alliance between March 1998 and May
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2004.

He was admired by friends and rivals
alike for his rich oratory, his poetic jibes and
his statesmanship. Shri.Atal Bihari
Vajpayee BR was an Indian politician who
served three terms as the Prime Minister of
India: first for aterm of 13 days in 1996, then
for a period of 13 months from 1998 to 1999,
and finally, for a full term from 1999 to 2004.

Vajpayee announced his retirement
from politics at the end of 2005.

In late December 2014 he was
awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest
civilian honour.

Shri Vajpayee was instrumental in placing
India on the global nuclear map with the
Pokharan nuclear tests in 1998. He also
backed the tests with hectic diplomatic
parleys with global leaders to justify India’s
position as an emerging nuclear power
which received positive responses from the
global community.

>The Lahore bus journey was a historic
initiative to normalize diplomatic relations
with Pakistan. This overture firmly
reinforced India’s position as a nation of
peace and a country that respected the
sovereignty and dignity of their neighbors.
The move was hailed as a great peace
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initiative the world over and consolidated
Shri Vajpayee’s global standing as a leader
of greatrepute.

The Kargil misadventure in the
immediate aftermath of the Lahore bus
journey demonstrated his steely resolve
that India would now be cowed down by its
enemies. The tough fight the Indian armed
forces gave in the face of difficult terrain, the
motivated actions that succeeded in driving
away the infiltrators from Indian Territory
was an ingenious example of tough
leadership in the face of adversity and an
iron will to defend India’s integrity and
sovereignty at any cost. India’s victory in the
Kargil war also raised its standing as a
global military power, a testimony to his
visionary leadership.

Several unique characteristics go
along with the name of Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
In him, the nation had a three-dimensional
leader: a statesman par excellence, a highly
creative and talented poet, and a thinker
with the courage of conviction.

All his life he strived to make politics
more value oriented. He had an inimitable
style of winning hearts.

He has several friends with views
diametrically opposite his, but that has
never come between him and them when it
comes to frank sharing of ideas and
feelings. Rarely does one find a leader with
such a fine blend of toughness and
tenderness.

He also strove hard to bring peace and
stability to a volatile Kashmir. The clarion
call for “Kashmiriyat, Insaniyat and
Jamhooriyat” has become a model for
reaching out to the state and assuring them
that they are a part of us and we treat them
as equal humans while respecting their
distinct Kashmiri identity.

Shri. Vajpayee is also credited for
rolling out second generation reforms by
initiating policy actions which unleashed the
latent growth potential of education,




telecom, agriculture, insurance and power
in the country. He advocated strong
economic reforms for India, stating that
realizing the true economic potential of
India was key to positioning the country as a
global financial power.

Akey follower of emerging trends in the field
of education, Shri Vajpayee rolled out key
steps to bolster the efficacies of the
education sector during his tenure as Prime
Minister.

As part of his government’s efforts to
promote universal education, he launched
the “Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan” in 2000-2001
with a view to provide free and compulsory
education to children in the age group 6-14.

It has been estimated that this
endeavor resulted in bringing an increasing
number of children within the mainstream
academic setup, creating sustainable
learning pathways for them.

It also created a conducive
atmosphere for enhancing the enrolment
numbers for children at the primary school
level. The measure was also largely
responsible for reducing the huge dropout
rate in the academic system.

Will Miss My Closest Friend Immensely:
L KAdvani
September 25, 2003, New York | “Global
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interdependence today means that
economic disasters in developing
countries could create a backlash on
developed countries.” Vajpayee said
this when he addressed the 58th
United Nations General Assembly
session

January 2004 | “If you do not like
anything in a particular book, then sit
and discuss it. Banning a book is not
a solution. We have to tackle it ideologically.”
Vajpayee said, adding that he did not
approve of the ban on Shivaji: Hindu King in
Islamic India by American writer James
Laine.

| along with three other Trustees
of Vivekanand Education Society Chembur
Mumbai were delighted to receive Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayeeji the Then Prime Minister of
India in the year 2003 from the Helipad
made at Hashu Advani memorial Complex
Chembur Mumbai , The occasion being 40-
anniversary of Vivekanand Education
Society.

He spoke with all of us , till he sat
down in his car for going to the stage

Shrt Atalji veceives a Plaque from Shri Wadbkwan,
President, VES.
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Recognizing the long-term
power of education in leading India
towards a higher growth trajectory
and building a strong foundation for
future growth and development, Shri
Vajpayee initiated key educational
reforms in the country.

He placed great emphasis on
upgrading the infrastructure of
functioning academic institutions and
promoting innovative educational
initiatives with a view to give India the
requisite competitive edge in the
global academic domain.

During his tenure as Prime
Minister, five new IITs were set up in
2003 to provide impetus to technical
education and promote R&D
initiatives.

If today, India is on the cusp of a
larger education revolution, if we have
advanced learning processes and can
boast of world-renowned universities
and academic institutions, a large part
of the credit should go to Shri.
Vajpayee.

He had the foresight and the
vision to foresee that an academically
enlightened India would emerge as a

_ ' -
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mighty power in the world and
demand its rightful status among the
nations of the world. A rightful tribute
to his memory would be to build a
strong educational edifice in the
country and position India as the hub
of global learning and academics.

Hon Secretary
Bharatiya Sindhu Sabha,
Mumbai
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PRIME MINISTER’S SPEECH

Namaskar, My old friend and President of VES Jhamatmal Wadhwani, Shri R.G.
Keswani, ShriB.L.Boolani, Shri K.B. Mansharamani, Ladies & Gentlemen:

Today VES has completed its forty years and | feel contented. | had an earnest desire to
visit the institution earlier when Shri Hashu Advani was alive. | wanted to attend the function
organised by Hashu Advani but God’s plans were different.

Vision of Hashu Advani::

Today, | recollect Hashuji’'s words. He was a true social worker. He worked a lot for the
society but he was selfless. As we perform rites in a Yagna we sum it up saying, “ This is not
mine, this is yours and dedicated to you”. Likewise, his life was dedicated to the society. He
faced a lot of challenges in his life.

Hashuji was a member in the Municipal Corporation. He was a member in the State
Assembly and he was a minister also in the state government. | recall an instance when his
government was suspended. | do not want to get into the details of why it was suspended
because we have seen many days like that. So, when the government was suspended, he
hurriedly packed his luggage and rushed to his old house. He did not delay even a single day.
He never threw his weight or exploited the benefits of government machinery. Today people
lose the parliament election but they do not vacate the government quarters.

Hashuji had some moral standards in his life. He never thought sbout himself. His
associates, like Shri Jhamatmal and many more, started an educational institution and
nurtured it, and today it stands as an embodiment of quality education. | am very pleased to see
this development. Shri Jnamatmal has solved one of my problems by not seeking government
aid. As far as | am concerned, personally | have nothing to give here. There is no lack of money
or anything in this country. | any thing is desired passionately for a great cause, it will be fulfilled
without difficulties.
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Ladharam H. Nagwani (@lhnagwani) tweeted at 10:35 am on Sat, Aug 18, 2018:
T St # AT e UH &0 A0 SF UH 7T AT<hed &1 &g A¥ A T2 STH g S 1ot 6T {21 ST F2a1 @ar g
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3 forAToft afetdt 31Mg d Ufgel 8R & dRfor AT RIefar # s .
Asaankhe fakhuru ahe ta asseen Sindhi ahiyoon. Inkare asaanjee sabhinee Sindhee bhaauran
khe nimaanee venitee aahe ta panhinje ghara mein baaran saan sindheea mein gaalhaayoon.
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Muhinjaa mithidaa suhinaa Sindhi, Dil saan ain fakhura saan chao ta maan Sindhi ahiyaan.
Paan Saan anjaam kayo ta maan Sindhiyat khe vadhaain laai,
Sindhi reetiyun ain rasmun khe vadhaain laai bharpoor koshish kandus

KHANCHAND & SONS

T:022-22826725 L.K. CHANDIRAMANI M: 9321027259
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